
A	walk	in	Mexico	through	a	century	

	

1910.-	A	revolution	in	the	name	of	the	
“Mexican	people”	started	against	the	
government	of	Mexico.	After	several	
battles	and	some	governments,	on	
November	the	20th	on	1920	the	
Revolution	was	officially	
commemorated	for	the	first	time	and	its	
triumph	was	proclaimed.	But	to	
commemorate	wasn’t	to	explain.	
Despite	of	the	National	Agreement	
about	the	triumph	of	the	Revolution,	
just	a	few	agreed	on	its	meaning.	

	

1950.-	On	1950	Mexico	entered	to	a	
term	of	economical	growing	that	went	
on	fast	for	30	years.	That	growing	
stopped	during	the	recession	from	1982	
to	1995,	despite	of	several	reforms	
including	the	liberation	of	the	
international	commerce	al	foreign	
investment.	Since	then,	the	economical	
growing	has	been	modest.	We	analyze	
the	economical	history	of	Mexico	from	
1877	to	2010.	

	

1990.-	The	NAFTA	starts	to	run.	1994.-	
An	economical	crisis	named	Tequila	
effect	takes	place.	1994.-	Devaluation	of	
the	Mexican	currency	on	the	first	days	
of	president	Ernesto	Zedillo’s	
government.	

	

1930.-	The	Populational	Census	of	1930	
was	the	fifth	of	its	kind	in	the	country.	
Just	like	the	previous	censuses,	it	was	
carried	on	in	order	to	count	the	number	
of	inhabitants	in	Mexico.	It	presents	
information	up	to	May	the	15th	of	that	
year.	

	

Introduction:	
The	Mexican	population	has	
experienced	dramatic	changes	through	
the	years,	but	how	deep?	
The	population	has	grown	fast;	despite	
of	the	fact	that	the	amount	of	children	
per	woman	is	lesser,	it	still	has	a	regular	
growing.	
Next,	the	exact	data.	



	

Proposal:	
Even	when	our	country	is	not	in	the	best	
shape,	the	graphs	show	good	advances.	
In	the	future	the	population	is	going	to	
be	mainly	of	elders,	which	means	that	
the	economical	active	population	is	
going	to	be	low	but	devoted	to	support	
the	older	and	younger	generations.	
We	need	to	find	better	and	greater	
sources	of	employment	that	may	allow	
the	population	to	sustain	itself	in	the	
future,	since,	as	shown	on	the	graphic	
below,	people	hasn’t	realized	how	that	
future	is	going	to	be.	These	data	has	to	
be	shown	in	order	to	plan	upon	them.	

	

How	do	you	think	the	population	is	
going	to	be	in	the	future?	

1. The	number	of	elders	is	going	to	
reduce.	

2. Older	and	younger	population	is	
going	to	grow.	

3. Population	is	going	to	be	mainly	
of	elders.	

4. Older	and	younger	population	is	
going	to	decay.	

	
On	this	pie	chart	we	can	observe	that	
people	hasn’t	realize	about	all	that	may	
happen	with	the	population	on	the	
future,	so	we	need	to	inform	and	to	
grow	consciousness.		

	

1970.-	From	1971	to	1981	the	Mexican	
economy	grew	at	an	annual	rate	of	6.7%	
globally	and	3.7%	per	inhabitant.	The	
engine	for	this	growing	were	public	
funds	and	the	oil	boom	sustained	by	
external	debt.	So,	the	deficit	in	the	
public	sector	went	from	2.5%	of	the	
gross	domestic	product	up	to	14.1%	in	
1981,	and	then	to	16.9%	in	1982.	

	

Population	growing	in	Mexico	
Reference	INEGI	(National	Institute	of	
Statistics	and	Geography)	Censuses	of	
population	and	housing	1910-2010.	
	
Mexico	is	among	the	eleven	most	
populated	countries	in	the	world.	
During	the	last	65	years,	the	population	
in	Mexico	has	grown	by	a	little	bit	more	



than	four	times.	In	1950	there	were	
25.8	millions	of	inhabitants,	and	in	2015	
there	were	119.5	millions.	
From	2010	to	2015	the	population	grew	
in	7	millions	of	inhabitants,	which	
represents	an	average	yearly	growing	of	
1.4%.	

	

Reference	INEGI,	Life	expectance	at	
birth/	Gender	and	State	2010-2015.	
	
In	Mexico	life	expectance	has	grown	
notoriously;	in	1930	people	lived	in	
average	34	years;	40	years	later,	in	
1970,	this	measurement	was	set	in	61	
years;	in	2000	was	74	and	in	2015	
almost	75.	
Women	live	longer	than	men	in	
average.	In	1930	their	life	expectance	
was	35	years	while	it	was	33	for	men.	
In	2010	it	was	77	for	women	and	71	for	
men,	and	in	2015	it	was	78	for	women	
and	72	for	men.	

	

Children	per	woman.	
Reference:	World	Bank	checked	by	WEB	
Site.	
	
Some	decades	ago	huge	families	was	
usual,	where	women	had	plenty	of	
children	and	devoted	their	lives	to	
them,	which	caused	the	great	
population	growing	that	we’ve	just	
seen.	Nevertheless,	nowadays	we	have	
much	more	information	and	education	
for	younger	and	older	women	in	order	
to	prevent	unplanned	pregnancy,	as	
well	as	much	more	health	institutions.	
As	a	consequence,	the	number	of	
children	per	woman	has	considerably	
diminished	and	there	is	more	
consciousness	about	the	responsibility	
that	children	means.	

	

Proportion	of	illiterate	people.	
Reference	INEGI	Censuses	of	population	
and	housing	1910-2010/Inter	censual	
survey	2015.	
	
Illiteracy	has	always	been	one	of	the	
most	serious	problems	and	one	of	the	



most	attended	as	well,	and	with	time	
more	chances	for	the	people	to	study	
and	learn	had	implemented,	bringing	a	
growing	on	educational	levels	in	the	
country.	Mainly	the	efforts	have	been	
directed	to	basic	education,	being	so	
pre	scholar,	elementary	and	junior	high.	
As	a	result,	the	number	of	illiterate	
persons	has	notoriously	decreased	
among	younger	people.	Older	people	
tend	more	to	illiteracy,	but	nevertheless	
this	has	been	decreasing	as	well	along	
the	time.	

	

Population	pyramids	1910	and	1950,	by	
gender.	
Reference:	INEGI	Censuses	of	
Population	and	housing	1910,	1950,	
1970,	1990	and	2010.	
	
During	the	last	hundred	years,	
population	characteristics	in	Mexico	had	
being	determined	by	different	
circumstances.	On	the	first	place,	from	
1910	to	early	1970	decade,	those	were	
the	consequences	of	the	revolutionary	
movement	on	the	population.	On	the	
second	place,	by	the	different	strategies	
implemented	after	the	Revolution,	
which	aimed	to	re	populate	the	country	
and	to	fix	the	population	dynamics.	

	

Population	pyramid	1970	by	gender.	
	
The	next	demographical	phase	of	the	
last	century	goes	from	the	second	half	
of	the	70’s	to	nowadays.	The	main	
event	on	this	new	era	of	the	country	
demographics	is	the	implementation	of	
the	Law	of	Population,	still	active,	and	
which	the	fast	population	growing	was	
contained,	with	the	consequent	need	to	
face	the	implications	of	the	
demographic	transition	–among	them,	
population	aging-,	as	well	problems	
related	to	population	distribution	and	
its	mobility	inside	and	outside	the	
Mexican	territory.		



	

Population	pyramids	1990	and	2010.	
	
Starting	some	decades	ago,	the	
population	pyramid	tends	to	reduce	its	
base	while	grows	in	the	middle	and	top,	
which	means	that	the	population	of	
children	and	teens	has	diminished,	
while	the	population	of	adults	and	
elders	grows.	

	

Conclusions:	
Along	100	years,	demographics	in	
Mexico	have	changed	dramatically	due	
to	different	events	in	or	society.	
The	greatest	population	growing	was	
from	1950	to	1990,	but	since	1970	the	
number	of	children	per	woman	
diminished	notoriously.	This	has	an	
effect	on	the	shape	of	the	population	
pyramid.	Life	expectancy	has	being	
constantly	growing,	being	its	growing		
bigger	from	1930	to	1970	and	smaller	
later	on.	Illiterate	people	diminished	
from	86%	down	to	6%	along	a	century.	
We	may	say	then	that	along	the	years	
our	country	has	changed	so	much,	but	
since	1980	those	changes	have	been	
slower.	Our	country	will	go	on	constant	
growing,	but	it	seems	that	after	1970	its	
greatest	changes	were	left	behind.	

	


