
GUIDELINES FOR ORGANIZERS OF INVITED PAPERS SESSIONS
Programme policy
The ICOTS meetings are attended by statistics educators interested in a wide variety of issues, which makes it
desirable to concentrate the session programme on topics of wide interest. A major objective of the ICOTS
meetings is to promote communication between people in different fields from around the world.

Each session in the programme should be developed with the aim of attracting a diversified group. Although it is
recognised that not every session needs to be of great interest to the entire membership of the IASE, every
session should devote at least some of its time to attempts to inform those who are not experts in the field.

The following document has been prepared to provide the Organizers of ICOTS-7 Invited Paper (IP) sessions
with an understanding of the prescribed Rules and time restrictions which must be adhered to in the period
preceding ICOTS-7.

Background
The scientific programme of the Conference has been prepared by the IASE International Programme
Committee, IPC, for ICOTS-7 on the basis of suggestions received from many members.

The IPC has agreed on a list of topics for the Invited Paper sessions. These are available on the IPC Web site
http://www.maths.otago.ac.nz/icots7.

The IPC is in charge of the overall co-ordination of the scientific programme. It has already identified Topic
Convenors, TC's, who in turn suggested Session Organizers, SO's, for approval of the IPC. The SO's will assume
responsibility for the organization of each Invited Paper session.

1. Structure of a session

Invited Paper sessions will normally be 90 minutes in length, and will normally consist of:

• short introductory remarks by the Organizer/Chair,

•  three presentations of the Invited Papers by their authors, (25 minutes for the paper, including up to 5
minutes discussion), and

• general discussion of the papers (10-15 minutes).

Note:

a) Some sessions may prove very popular and the Session Organizer might like to have four papers for their
session and get a two hours session. In such cases the Session Organizer is to contact the Topic Convenor
who will consult with the IPC Executive to decide if this is possible.

b) Each invited speaker will normally have 25 minutes for his/her presentation, including discussion. If the
topic of a session is controversial, the Session Organizer may decide to decrease the time for presentation of
Invited Papers, in order to allow for more general discussion.

c) If a Session Organizer would like to organize his/her session with a different structure (e.g. only two Invited
Papers and a panel), he/she should consult with, and obtain permission from, their Topic Convenor and the
IPC Executive.

2. Responsibility of the Session Organizer

It is the responsibility of the Session Organizer:

a) to develop the topic of the session into an outline of the specific aspects to be covered by the Invited Papers,
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b) to select the invited speakers and to suggest which aspects each should cover,

c) to supervise the production of the Invited Papers with respect to contents, quality and time,

d) to serve as liaison between the invited speakers and the IPC/TCs, including to communicate with the invited
speakers about all issues involved with preparing their papers and  presentations, and

e) to run the session at the Conference.

3. Selection of invited speakers

1. Session organizers are to submit a list of possible Invited Speakers to their Topic Convener and the IPC.
Invited speakers should not be formally invited till there is a general approval from the IPC.

2. The selection of invited speakers should be based upon identification of individuals who can make a
significant intellectual contribution to the session. The invited speakers should be chosen with a view to
appropriate representation, for example country and gender balance.

3. The Session Organizer is requested to look for speakers of Invited Papers in the first place among the
members of the IASE (see http://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/~iase/) or other ISI Sections. If no expert on the
topic concerned can be found among the members, it would be appropriate to invite a non-member.

4. The Session Organizer should attempt to recruit invited speakers from different parts of the world, keeping
in mind the need to extend participation to the developing countries. (If the topic of a session is particularly
relevant to the developing countries, the Session Organizer should try to invite at least one speaker from
developing countries.) The Session Organizer should preferably not invite more than one speaker from any
one country (of residence) to a particular session.

5. The Session Organizer should endeavour to recruit female speakers, in line with the ISI Committee on
Women in Statistics objective to promote and strengthen the representation of women statisticians in all ISI
activities. The Session Organizer should consider the possibility of inviting a young person (under 35 years
of age) among the invited speakers. In order to broaden active participation in the ICOTS-7 sessions, SO’s
should aim to include at least one invited speaker who did not present at ICOTS-6.

6. There will be a general call for papers beginning July 2004 so SO's may receive offers to present papers in
their session. You may decide to include these speakers, but if not please send their details to the IPC
Executive for possible inclusion in another Invited Paper session, or in a Contributed Paper session.
Anyone needing assistance in locating suitable speakers should contact their Topic Convenor and/or the
Programme Chair, Susan Starkings.

7. No person may organize more than one Invited Paper session at the Conference. No person may author
more than one Invited Paper at the Conference. Each Session Organizer must ascertain with the IPC
Executive that invited authors have not already been accepted as an author of an Invited Paper in another
session.

8. All participants have to register for the Conference. Also, where applicable, they will be told about the ISI
Development Fund, which provides assistance to young statisticians from developing countries to attend
conferences. (For more details on this Fund see http://www.cbs.nl/isi/devfundtxt.htm.).

9. The Session Organizer may present a paper in their own session, say as an introductory overview, but if this
occurs another person must be appointed as the session chair.

4. Deadlines

1. By July 15, 2004, SO's are to send their contact information including name, titles (e.g.,
Mr./Mrs./Dr./Prof.), mailing address, email address, telephone, fax and Website to John Harraway the IPC
Scientific Secretary (jharraway@maths.otago.ac.nz).

2. By July 15, 2004, SO's are to send an abstract of their session, less than 300 words, to their Topic Convenor
and the IPC Executive.

3. By December 1, 2004 SO’s are to submit a list of possible invited speakers to their Topic Convenor, and to
the IPC Executive to assess the total picture. This may involve some revisions to ensure a balanced
programme. This revised list will be sent to all the IPC members for general approval. After approval by
the IPC, SO's will formally invite the speakers by January 31, 2005. The IPC Executive will provide a
sample invitation letter for the speakers.

4. By April 1, 2005, each invited speaker has to present a (provisional) title and an abstract (no more than 500
words) of his/her presentation to their Session Organizer. The Session Organizers will report the list of
titles and abstracts to their Topic Convenor and to the IPC Executive, who in turn will make it available to
all the IPC. The ICOTS-7 IPC Website (http://www.maths.otago.ac.nz/icots7) will be updated accordingly.
Each author and paper title approved at this stage will appear in the second announcement, which will be
available by July 1, 2005.
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5. In order to help the organizer to co-ordinate the contents of the Invited Papers to his/her session, it would
be helpful for the authors to submit a draft version of the papers by September 1, 2005.

6. By November 1, 2005, Invited and Contributed speakers who are having their paper refereed will submit
final version to their Session Organizer.

7. By January 1, 2006, speakers desiring their papers NOT to be refereed are to submit the final manuscript of
their paper to their Session Organizer, who will share it with his/her Topic Convenor and the IPC
Executive.

8. If a speaker does not submit a suitable paper before the specified deadline, the Session Organizer should
put heavy pressure on the author to submit immediately and should inform his/her Topic Convenor. If the
paper has not been received by the due date, the Session Organizer, with the approval of their Topic
Convenor, may cancel the speaker from the programme.

 Note: Guidelines for the preparation of Invited Paper and Contributed Paper manuscripts, submission
arrangements etc will be announced later.

9. It is important that Session Organizers carefully edit the papers in their session and make suggestions for
improvements. Papers are not automatically included in the proceedings if they do not meet certain
standards of content and presentation.

10. The IASE is normally happy to give permission for authors to submit their papers (or a more
comprehensive version) to other journals, such as SERJ,  JSE, The ISI Review or Teaching Statistics. If this
occurs the paper is to have an acknowledgement saying "This article was written for, and published in, the
ICOTS-7 Proceedings and is reprinted (in revised form, if relevant) here with the permission of the IASE".

11. By February 1, 2006, abstracts of posters, software demonstration and other special sessions should be
submitted to the IPC Executive. Afterwards, a detailed timetable and scientific programme will be
announced by the IPC Executive.

5. Running the Session

1. By June 1, 2006, the Session Organizer should be able to provide all speakers with a session schedule,
indicating the specific time allocated for the presentation of their paper.

2. The Session Organizer normally acts as Chair of his/her session. If he/she is speaking in the session or is
unable to attend the session, the Topic Convenor should be informed immediately. He/she should not invite
anyone else to become chair in his/her place but should suggest some alternatives to his/her Topic
Convenor. This enables the geographical distribution of the chairs of sessions to be maximized.

3. The Session Organizer/Chair may call his/her invited speakers to a preparatory session during the
Conference in order to discuss the time schedule of the Invited Papers session, the rules of procedure and
technical matters. If such a session is not arranged, the Session Organizer/Chair will meet with the speakers
in the session room 10 minutes before the session.

4. If any Session Organizer is unable to perform their duties properly, they should inform the Topic Convenor
immediately.

5. The Session Organizer must also report the changes to the IPC Programme Chair immediately, in
particular, any cancellations of Invited Paper speakers, including the names of their replacements.

Note: Information for the IPC Executive should be sent to the IPC Programme Chair, Susan Starkings
(starkisa@lsbu.ac.uk) with copy to the  Scientific Secretary, John Harraway (jharraway@maths.otago.ac.nz).
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1. Summary of ICOTS-7 Important Dates
July. 2004 Session Organizers submit contact information to IPC Scientific Secretary. (by July 15)

Session Organizers submit session abstract to Topic Convenors and the IPC Executive. (by
July 15.)

Dec. 2004 Session Organizers submit list of suggested invited speakers to Topic Convenors and the
IPC Executive. (by Dec. 1)

IPC Executive prepares a coordinated list of invited speakers for the IPC. (by mid Dec.)

 Jan. 2005 IPC members approve the invited speaker’s list and return it to the Session Organizers. (by
mid Jan.)

IPC Executive provides a sample invitation letter for speakers.

Session Organizers formally invite the speakers. (by Jan 31)

 April, 2005 Invited speakers submit title and abstract to Session Organizers. (by April 1)

Session Organizers submit these items to their Topic Convenors and the IPC Executive. (by
April 14)

IPC Executive makes the coordinated list available to IPC. (by April 30)

 July, 2005 Second Announcement available: Includes lists of Invited Paper session topics and authors,
local details, keynote speakers and abstracts, and general timetable. (by July 1)

 Sept. 2005 Invited speakers submit draft version to Session Organizers. (by Sept. 1)

 Nov. 2005 Speakers who want their paper to be refereed submit final manuscript to their Session
Organizer who submit to their Topic Convenor and IPC Executive. (by Nov. 1)

 Jan. 2006 Authors who want their papers NOT to be refereed submit final manuscript to their Sessions
Organisers who submit to their Topic Convenor and IPC Executive. (by Jan 1)

 Feb. 2006 Submission of abstracts: posters, demonstrations, forums and special sessions. (by Feb. 1)

 June 2006 Detailed timetable and scientific programme announced. (by June 1)

 July 2006 The Seventh International Conference on Teaching Statistics, ICOTS-7. (July 2-7, 2006)
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ICOTS-7 Local Organising Committee

Pedro Alberto Morettin, (IME USP) pam@ime.usp.br, Chair

Lisbeth K. Cordani (CEUN - IMT) lisbeth@maua.br

Pedro Silva (IBG, IASI) pedrosilva@ibge.gov.br

Clélia Maria C. Toloi (IME USP) clelia@ime.usp.br

Wilton de Oliveira Bussab (FGV SP) bussab@fgvsp.br

Gilênio Borges Fernández (FUBA), gilenio@ufba.br

ICOTS-7 International Programme Committee

Carmen Batanero (Spain), batanero@ugr.es, Chair

Susan Starkings (UK), starkisa@lsbu.ac.uk, Programme Chair

John Harraway (New Zealand), jharraway@maths.otago.ac.nz, Scientific Secretary

Allan Rossman (USA), arossman@calpoly.edu and Beth Chance, bchance@calpoly.edu, Editors of Proceedings

Lisbeth Cordani (Brazil), lisbeth@maua.br, Local representative at the IPC

Topic and Topic Convenors

• Topic 1. Working Cooperatively in Statistics Education
Lisbeth Cordani (Brazil), lisbeth@maua.br
Mike Shaughnessy (USA), mike@mth.pdx.edu

• Topic 2. Statistics Education at the School Level
Dani Ben-Zvi (Israel), dbenzvi@univ.haifa.ac.il
Lionel Pereira-Mendoza (Singapore), lpereira@nie.edu.sg

• Topic 3. Statistics Education at the Post Secondary Level
Martha Aliaga (USA), aliaga@umich.edu
Elisabeth Svensson (Sweden), elisabeth.svensson@esi.oru.se

• Topic 4. Statistics Education/Training and the Workplace
Pedro Silva (Brazil), pedrosilva@ibge.gov.br
Pilar Martín=Guzman (Spain), pilar.guzman@uam.es

• Topic 5. Statistics Education and the Wider Society
Brian Phillips (Australia), bphillips@swin.edu.au
Philip Boland (Ireland), Philip.J.Boland@ucd.ie

• Topic 6. Research in Statistics Education
Chris Reading (Australia), creading@metz.une.edu.au
Maxine Pfannkuch (New Zealand), m.pfannkuch@stat.auckland.ac.nz

• Topic 7. Technology in Statistics Education
Andrej Blejec (Slovenia), andrej.blejec@uni-lj.si
Cliff Konold (USA), konold@srri.umass.edu

• Topic 8. Other Determinants and Developments in Statistics Education
Theodore Chadjipadelis (Greece), chadji@polsci.auth.gr
Beverley Carlson (USA), bcarlson@eclac.cl

• Topic 9. An International Perspective on Statistics Education
Delia North (South Africa), delian@icon.co.za
Ana Silvia Haedo (Argentina), haedo@qb.fcen.uba.ar

• Topic 10. Contributed Papers
Joachim Engel (Germany), Engel_Joachim@ph-ludwigsburg.de
Allan Mc Lean (Australia), alan.mclean@buseco.monash.edu.au

• Topic 11. Posters
Celi E Lopez (Brazil) celilopes@directnet.com.br


